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Thoughts from Pastor Amy 

For God is my witness, how I deeply desire you all in the entrails of Christ Jesus. – Philippians 1:8 (AJT) 
 

 In my reading this week, I saw a commentator questioning this verse in Greek as an unusual image of 
Jesus. I admit, to the “literal” translator, this seems a bit disgusting. Only God does not call us to be literal 
in the same sense that we often feel we must. In fact, in the days of Jesus, people believed that emotions 
come from our bowels. This is a moving passage about Paul’s desire for the church being the same as 
the passion that is in Christ for us. In other words, “God is my witness, how I deeply long for you all the 
same way Christ emotionally feels for you.”  
 

 It was an interesting commentary. It assumed first and foremost that the author and the commentator 
were living in the same world with the same experiences. Our opinion of bowels and that of Paul would be 
dramatically different, though. It turns out how we see the world requires a different translation to be literal 
in its meaning.  
 

 As this percolates through my mind, I imagine all of the various comments given on social media, and I 
wonder, “Are we even living in the same world?” We know we are not in the same world as the authors of 
the biblical narrative, but are we living in the same world now as our contemporaries? I used to work in 
Rock Island, IL. It lasted a week because while I was there, two drive by shootings happened very near to 
where I was working. We could hear it. It was scary, real and scary. People died. I relived the time when a 
drunk neighbor shot at my brother and I for walking on the road past his house, chasing us while he 
screamed and shot, bullets hitting nearby leaves innocently hanging on the nearby trees we had tried to 
take refuge in, because we, “had no business coming anywhere near him or his mother.” It was scary, 
real and scary. A few weeks ago, someone proposed a drive by event. My heart fluttered, and I could al-
most feel the whir of metal coming too close before it instead burst through nearby leaves. I felt the des-
peration of my first night on-call at Genesis Hospitals. Drive by. A kid, not even 20 years old dead. He was 
standing in a group along the street at 11:00 p.m. Wrong place. Wrong time. I remember a former parish-
ioner whose son was shot while he stood in the kitchen by a stray drive by bullet. He was in his own 
home, older. He lived in a nice neighborhood, a man who grew up on a dirt road in Iowa with buckets of 
walnuts in the basement and barn cats in the yard. The words have meaning for me:  drive by. They mean 
fear, loss, anger, and emptiness. No. We will not host a drive by anything because words matter. Then 
came the sound of my concerns gently dismissed because we were not people of identical experiences. 
Words matter to those who feel them. Are we even living in the same world as those who dismiss our 
words or who refuse to accept that another experience different from theirs might also be real? 
 

 Sometimes the Bible doesn’t make sense to us. This is scary, real and scary. Words make us think of 
experiences, good and bad, that might not be the experiences of those in the biblical narrative. And words 
really do matter. What do we do with difficult passages? Just remember that it is hard because God un-
derstood those in the time it was written so well that it uses the language and imagery of that time, even if 
it involved their bowels. But just as much as God understood that audience, God understands us, too. Be 
encouraged:  God isn’t afraid to talk about even our colons if it means we understand. Perhaps we are not 
living in the same world as the characters in the Bible, but we are living in the same world as our God. 
And regardless of how God feels about our bowels, God’s love is for us. And as God is our witness, we 
yearn for one another the way God’s heart yearns for us, even if we don’t understand or feel right about 
the words. 

— Pastor Amy 



UMW News                       by Sue Godfrey 
 It would be so nice to see real faces and hear 
voices in person! Anyone else feeling that? 
  

 With the safety guidelines, UMW can help 
make it possible for the women of Osceola United 
Methodist Church, not in the comfort of a kitchen, 
but at a local park. BYOB and meet us for the first 
meeting of the year at East Lake Park’s Goeldner 
Shelter on Friday, September 11 at 10:00 a.m. If 
you want a little more comfort, bring a lawn chair; 
otherwise just grab a seat at one of the many pic-
nic tables. Kids are welcome as we will be next to 
the playground. All church women are welcome! 
Husbands will be exiled to the horseshoe pit. 
Come see real people outside (we will distance) 
where it is safest from germs. 
 

 Other resources are available to curious wom-
en. Lots of information and thought provoking dis-
cussions are happening at unitedmethodistwom-
en.com. The last meeting as South Central District 
is scheduled for Friday, September 25 at 10:00 on 
Zoom. If you do not have access to Zoom but 
would like to listen in you can do so on your 
phone. The link for Zoom and the phone number 
will be on the registration form coming out soon. 
Call Sue Godfrey for help with registration. The 
change from eight conference districts to five re-
gions will occur on January 1, 2020, for the 
UMWs. I will keep you informed. The Conference 
meeting of UMW will be in October. 
 

 Until we can actually make more personal con-
tact happen, staying in touch with each other and 
keeping our prayers going remains tremendously 
important! Women are talking! Things are happen-
ing! Keep your eyes and ears open for possibilities 
in the near future! God is calling us all to a healthy 
year of loving God and one another. 
 

Prayers Needed 
 Please keep all of our church 
family in your prayers including 
Pastor Amy & her family, our staff 
& their families, Patricia Evensen, 
Dorothy Jeffreys, Emily Lampe, 
Darlene Lundquist, Virginia Ogan, 
Coel Reece, Mary Anne Rumley, 
Ray Russell, Sharon Webb. Also 
pray also for our conference denomination and 
world leaders. Call the office to start the prayer 
chain. 
 We ask for special prayers for all students, 
teachers and staff as they start a new year. 

 
 

 Lori Ehrhardt will head up our church garage 
sale on Saturday, September 19 from 7:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. You need to price everything you bring. 
No tube TVS. No clothes. Please put your items 
on the tables when you bring them. Items may be 
brought Wednesday or Thursday, September 
16 or 17 from 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The office is 
closed Friday, September 18. Social distancing 
will be followed — no more than 10 people in the 
FH at one time. Masks will be required. Lori needs 
people to help! Please call her at 641-223-2050 if 
you can help for part or all of the day. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here We Go Again 
 The mission trip for 2021 
will be July 18-24 to Mexico, 
Missouri. If you’d like to go 
and are 14 or older, a $50.00 

deposit is due in the office by October 1. Ques-
tions? Contact Lori Ehrhardt, 641-223-2050. 
 

MS/HS Youth Kick Off 
 The MS/HS youth will meet at East Lake Park 
on Sunday, September 13 at 5:30 p.m. Bring 
your own sack supper and drink. We will meet at 
the shelter that is by the campground (go to the 
top of the hill and turn right). 

 

20 Years 
 Congratulations to Melanie 
Eddy for being our Education Co-
ordinator for 20 years as of June 1, 
2020. Flowers were presented to 
her at worship on VBS Sunday, 
August 2 by Jodi Andrew, SPPRC 
chair. 

The church is the only institution that exists for the benefit of its nonmembers. 

unitedmethodistwomen.com
unitedmethodistwomen.com


My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. 
— 1 John 3:18 

50th Anniversary of the TLC Sunday School Class 
by Dianne Riley 
 
 In the summer of 1970 Frank & I moved from Leon to Osceola. We 
were invited to attend the Methodist Church by Melvin Goeldner since 
we had attended the Methodist Church in Leon. While in Leon we at-
tended a Couples Sunday School Class at the Parsonage so I ap-
proached Rev. John McCallum about a class in Osceola. They did not 
currently have one but encouraged me to find folks who might like to 
start one. I went to a few houses in our neighborhood to see if there 
was any interest. 
 

 In September, 1970 a Young Couples Class was started in the kitchen of the church and we were 
sometimes referred to as the Kitchen Class. As my memory serves me there were seven original couples:  
Fred & Linda Redfern, Rich & Ellie Vets, Dale & Nell Wilson, Dave & Carolyn Clark, Keith & Sharon Tick-
nor, Bob & Cynthia Wetzler and ourselves, Frank & Dianne Riley. None of us were Sunday School teach-
ers so we decided on a plan where each of us would take a turn having the lesson, providing coffee and 
refreshments. It was simply a rotation system for each Sunday. Since we were most all transplants to Os-
ceola and did not have family here we also decided to have a monthly social for the entire family, children 
included. We did a variety of things such as ice cream social, picnic in the park, caroling, camping, and 
the most famous a progressive supper. It consisted of going to four members houses for each course of 
the meal:  appetizers, salads, main course and desserts. Each course kept their receipts and we added 
up the expense and divided by the number of people who attended and that was the cost of the meal. We 
ate from 6:00-1000 p.m. As we got older we were unable to continue doing that and we soon had just ap-
petizers and desserts, our two favorite parts! 
 
 As the class grew in numbers we did outgrow the kitchen area and needed to relocate. Down to the 
basement we went and our name changed as we were no longer young couples! This class sometimes 
has a difficult time making a decision but we finally came up with the TLC Class which can stand for any 
number of things, one being a tender, loving class. In more recent years as we became older yet we are 
back upstairs in the Fellowship Hall since some of us do not like to climb stairs anymore. 
 
 In addition to the Sunday School class time, this class has become family to its members. They are 
there to help and support each other. We have made many meals for members in a time of a health/death 
situation, cut and sold firewood, cleaned member’s houses and even painted a house for a member. We 
have celebrated birthdays, births, deaths and anniversaries. 
 
 I believe one of the keys to the continued success of this class is the respect each member holds for 
other member’s ideas and thoughts. You can always express your ideas and thoughts without fear of ridi-
cule, reprimand or disgust. There is a high degree of trust and respect for each other. None of us have the 
answers, however we all have thoughts, ideas and comments. They are each listened to with respect. 
 
 The numbers of the class have changed over the fifty years, starting with 14 and at one time about 40. 
Currently there are 20 members, I believe. Folks move away, pass away or things change in their life and 
Sunday School is no longer on the calendar. Our delivery method is the same. The lessons are usually 
current event type issues. The discussion is bible centered and usually quite lively and informative. We 
still have occasional get-togethers such as a game and pizza night and the progressive supper. Food still 
seems to be a theme for us. The class is much more than a Sunday School Class. The members are like 
a family to each of us! 
 
 We would like to encourage anyone who would care to join us to do so. New members are always wel-
come! 



Finance Update 
 Blessed friends, what a joy to pause in the 
midst of this epidemic to celebrate our blessings! 
God has remained faithful even in these days. Es-
pecially in these days. And the ministry of the con-
gregation has continued, despite the frustration of 
having to stay apart. In Christ, we have overcome 
many obstacles in order to share food and neces-
sities, remembrances and celebrations such as 
Graduation, Easter, May Day, and Mother’s Day, 
and notes of encouragement and support. We 
have done this all while also providing quality 
online worship, deep cleaning for your return, de-
veloping and implementing a plan for our return to 
various events and practices, participating in lead-
ership in the District and Conference, making pas-
toral calls in different ways, offering VBS in two 
formats, kicking off Sunday school, and much 
more. 
 

 But our ministry depends on offerings and 
tithes to continue. In this season, it remains es-
sential to remember the church in your finances. 
While offerings are down $2,900.00 since COVID-
19 shook our world in mid-March, our expenses 
remain. We have needed extra postage, cards, 
cleaning product, carpet cleaners and floor buffing 
and shine compounds, copies, laminating, copy-
right permissions, etc. It is essential that we give 
as God calls and that we are responsive to minis-
try needs as they arise in the community. We 
thank all who have helped in our ministries and 
worship in this time when it is more challenging 
than ever to accomplish the things we once did 
every day. But I don't want this to be a plea for 
cash from an already economically stretched com-
munity. This is about what you have done and 
continue to do that makes our community great. 
 

 We know many of you are also struggling due 
to COVID, but we implore those who are able to 
lend time, financial gifts, and ideas for ministry to 
do so. We rejoice at every gift, and hope that if 
you have a special need during the time of 

COVID, you will share that with us as well. We 
also know you are exhausted. Absolutely exhaust-
ed! COVID time is draining in every sense of the 
word. But please, even if you are tired, stay alert 
and healthy. We want everyone in our church and 
community to come through this relatively un-
scathed. Be vigilant about washing your hands, 
limiting your exposure, wearing your masks, and 
keeping a healthy distance. It is time for this to be 
done, and our vigilance can bring that hope to a 
reality. 
 

 We are in this together. May all we do be a 
blessing to our neighbors and our God. Your work 
matters. Your positive attitude matters. Your giv-
ing matters. And you are a valuable member of 
our community regardless of what you can give. 
We can't wait to celebrate soon in a new season. I 
don't mean Fall; I mean a season without COVID! 
That is my prayer for us all. Until then, thank you 
for all you do to keep God’s love alive in our com-
munity both through the church and your own 
amazing work! Blessings! — Pastor Amy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Thanks to everyone who donated money, 
masks, and kleenexes to the Clarke Schools. 
They want everyone to know how much they are 
appreciated. 
 Clarke and Murray Schools also expressed 
thanks for the hand sanitizer and the larger boxes 
of kleenex that were purchased through your mis-
sions donations. 
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