
Pastor: 712-350-0994 Amy Johnson, Pastor Pastor: osceolapastor@gmail.com 

Church: 641-342-2830 Anna Frohling, Secretary/Financial Secretary Church: oumc@iowatelecom.net 

Fax: 641-342-4100 Melanie Eddy, Education Coordinator Website: www.osceolaumc.net 

130 West Grant St — Osceola, Iowa 50213-1623 Facebook: Osceola United Methodist Church, Osceola Iowa 

Volume 24, Issue 1                                                                                           January/February 2021  

The Connection 
Osceola United Methodist Church 

 

“A vital church connecting people with God and each other” 

Thoughts from Pastor Amy 
 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believe in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life." John 3:16 
 

 During Lent, we will be exploring the topic of Forgiveness while looking at the life of John the Baptist. 
As one of the most interesting characters in the Bible, yet one who appears in only a handful of passages, 
John the Baptist preached a message of repentance and forgiveness. He believed in God's power over 
our sin. This begs the question, do you believe in God's power over sin? Can God really forgive that worst 
moment of our lives? Can God really forgive that worst moment in our enemy's lives? Is there room for 
grace in this world, not just in the next? How does God use us to be instruments of grace in a world that 
cries out for forgiveness while not tolerating the forgivability of others? How do we forgive the deepest of 
wounds? 
 

 Along with this worship and preaching series, I will be sharing quotations and verses on Facebook 
throughout the season of Lent. It is a very different format for Bible study, as we will have one thought 
each day throughout the season of Lent. For those not on Facebook, have no fear! We will send the ex-
haustive list of devotions via email, and a hard copy will be available for pick up in the office beginning on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17. 
 

 In addition, we will be offering Ash Wednesday worship on February 17 at 7:00 p.m. We will be using 
temporary tattoos this year in order to help keep one another safer from COVID-19 and influenza. These 
may be picked up in the clear Upper Room bag hanging on the East door any time of the day on Ash 
Wednesday for those who will join us online. For those coming in person, if that is an option by February 
17, tattoos and damp paper towels will be provided during the worship service. Instructions for application 
will be given during the service. 
 

 Blessings to you all as you prepare for a spirit-filled Lenten season focused on forgiveness! 
 

Pastor Amy 
 

Our YouTube Channel 
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCASmH0qVjjEIJvhiuZU3uEg/videos?view_as=subscriber 

Did You Know… 
 If every family steps up their giving 
by 

$
7.00/week, OUMC will meet all of 

our mission, local, and conference obli-
gations for 2021 at 100%! Questions? 
Please contact the office, 342-2830. 

Thank You 
 Thank you all for your generous 
donations at Christmas time! We 
hope you were able to reflect on the 
years of blessings God has given 
you and your families! God is Good! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCASmH0qVjjEIJvhiuZU3uEg/videos?view_as=subscriber


What can we do to get back to worship? 

 Keep county statistics low by wearing a mask, washing your hands, using hand sanitiz-
er as needed, and physically distancing from others not in your household 

 If you have symptoms, get tested and seek treatments in order to recover fully from 
COVID-19 

 Quarantine when ill 

 Remember to safely check on those who are isolated and may need help 

 Share your fears and ideas with members of the Church Council, who will meet Febru-
ary 10 to assess our readiness to resume in-person worship and activities 

 Try to avoid places where risk of infection is high while still enjoying some safer op-
tions, such as walks outdoors, Zoom and FaceTime calls, errands at times that are 
less busy, etc. 

 Pray for our community, state, country, and world 

 Get vaccinated when possible in order to both be healthy and to keep others healthy 

Anyone and Everyone Can Join UMW 
 It’s been almost a year since responses to COVID-19 began to alter the way our life is conducted. We 
don’t see the people we used to see on a regular basis. We don’t do things we were used to doing 
them.  Still – the majority of the people are still here and life goes on. There are still joys to celebrate. We 
can connect with others in new ways and dust off the old. 
 United Methodist Women is still here and still active. Although a lot is now online, (it’s part of the new) 
the simple things are perhaps more important than ever! Have you made that phone call, sent a note, of-
fered a prayer, picked up the Bible or that devotion book that’s been gathering dust? Maybe you are ready 
to try out something on the internet or a new book to expand your own knowledge of issues or to grow 
personally? Without the in-person reminders, have you followed through on your pledge to UMW or the 
church? Although never required by UMW, pledges are what makes it possible to reach even further to 
support women, children, and youth struggling to make ends meet. Pledges also help make it possible to 
join voices with others advocating for changes, to better lives of women, children, and youth both near 
and far. Yes! UMW is still going strong! 
 I hope time together will be considered safe someday soon. Until then, there is still much to do. Please 
join me in trying to reach out and to learn. Yes! We still need each other! 

Peace be with you! Sue Godfrey 

17th Annual Easter Basket Online Auction 
 It's time to put your Easter baskets together for the auc-
tion! Donate items here! Remember that after you submit the 
name of your basket, click the continue tab to complete the do-
nation form and submit it. If you are unsure it worked, give us a 
quick call and we will check or if you would rather bring your bas-
ket in to the office, we will gladly post it to the auction for 
you. Thank you! 
 Bidding for the auction will begin at noon on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17 and end at 5:00 p.m. on Palm Sunday, March 28. 
That link will be sent later. All bids must be placed online. If you 
need assistance, contact the office! Hopefully you will be able to 
come into the church and view the baskets! 
 You make all the difference! Click here to donate a basket:  
https://oumc.betterworld.org/donate-an-item 
 We have a few empty baskets in the office if you need one. 

 Congratulations to Mike & Martha Snell on the birth of their grandson, Carter Robert Morrison, born 
January 27, 2021, son of Justin & Marie Morrison! Older brothers are Colin and Caleb.  

https://oumc.betterworld.org/donate-an-item


OSCEOLA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
130 W Grant St, Osceola, Iowa  50213-1623 

The Congregation Ministers 
Amy Johnson Pastor 
Anna Frohling Secretary/Financial Secretary 
Carrie Benda Treasurer 
Melanie Eddy Education Coordinator 
Mary Gibson Music Leader 
Martha White Bell Director 
George Norris Sound Technician 
Jeri Lytton Pianist 
Lisa Wallace Pianist/Organist 
Kate Gaumer Nursery Attendant 
Ed Buesch Custodian 
 

NO Sunday worship   
 

NO Wednesday supper or worship 

95th Birthday! 
 Dorothy Jeffreys, will turn 95 
on February 6, 2021. Since cur-
rent circumstances won't allow a 
party in her honor, the family 
would like to host a Card Show-
er for her. Anyone who would 
like to wish Dorothy a happy birthday, please send 
a card to her granddaughter who will deliver and 
read them to her since her vision has failed. 
Cards may be sent anytime up until February 
1st to:  c/o Jackie Gibbons, 2118 NW 31st St, 
Ankeny, IA  50023. Thanks! 
 

 

Prayers Needed 
 Please keep all of our church family 
in your prayers including Pastor Amy & 
her family, our staff & their families, 
Patricia Evensen, Dorothy Jeffreys, 
Darlene Lundquist, Virginia Ogan, Mary Anne 
Rumley, Ray Russell, Sharon Webb. Also pray for 
our conference denomination and world leaders. 
Call the office to put someone on the prayer list. 
 

Sympathy & Prayers 
 We extend our sympathy & prayers to Sue Cox 
and family on the death of her husband, Tom, who 
died November 25, 2020. 
 

Thank You 
 Thank you to OUMW for the Christmas gift bag. 
It was fun experiencing a little “surprise” each day 
during the month of December and I got a lot of 

good ideas for contributions to the project in future 
years. It was so nice to have been ministered to in 
such a special way! Thank you to my OUMC fami-
ly for the gift of remembrance for my service to the 
church. 2020 was certainly a different year for 
choir ministry. I would have liked to have the tech-
nological skills to produce a virtual choir but, lack-
ing that, there seemed no practical way to bring 
the choir together during this dangerous time. It is 
my hope and prayer that we will see things return-
ing to the “norm” in the near future. I believe there 
will be many good things that will come from what 
we’ve experienced in the last year including a 
deeper appreciation of the privilege and joy of 
coming together to make music for Christ’s con-
gregation. I feel very blessed to be part of a Fami-
ly of God who care for each other and for the 
House of worship! May each of us feel the pres-
ence of God in very real ways in the coming 
months!                                         — Mary Gibson 
 

Christmas Dinner 
 Sixty-nine people ate Christmas dinner togeth-
er! We hope you enjoyed it as much as we en-
joyed preparing it for you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick Me Up Bags 
 We delivered 75 goodie 
bags to Southern Hills Specialty Care to help 
boost the spirits of the employees as they are ex-
periencing high numbers of COVID-19. Thank you 
to our volunteers for sewing the prayer squares so 
quickly! 

Happy Birthday 
to Doris Garner 
who turned 90 

on December 28, 2020! 




