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Thoughts from Pastor Amy 
 

"We don't know what we should pray, but the Spirit himself pleads our case with unexpected 
groans." – Romans 8:26b 
 
 The church fell silent. One member looked horrified while another stared longingly at the door. A 
few hung their heads, looking at the floor in self-convicting shame. Still others appeared to find sud-
den interest in the weary, yellowing ceiling tiles. What had just happened? Why can't we face this 
traumatic moment? A whimper was heard from the teacher at the front of the room. "Okay. I will pray, 
I guess." Then it came, gentle at first, but building into a crescendo so glorious that Peter himself 
would have flashed back to Pentecost! Was it the rushing wind of the Holy Spirit sending us into a 
delightful delirium? No. It was the collective deep sigh of relief that escaped quite noticeably from the 
entire room, save the teacher. The joy was palatable. Tonight, none of them would have to pray in 
public! 
 
 Perhaps my depiction seems over the top because our church has some amazing prayer warriors 
who are often willing to step up. Yet, we all have those days when it feels like we just can't put the 
words together to pray, especially if someone else is listening. Prayer, though, is the mainstay of a 
Christian life. Sharing prayer is like sharing a window to our souls, letting others into our messy life 
and world. To be a church, we must first be a community of praying people who pray together. 
 
 How can we do that when we are afraid to say the wrong thing? Let me tell you about one of the 
times I was the one responsible for prayers in church when I was in high school. I was in front of our 
congregation (about 100 or so) giving the Prayer of the People. The format was there were words to 
start the prayer followed by an ellipsis, and then followed with the response. Only, in the ellipses, the 
person leading was supposed to add their own words to make each section complete. I made it flaw-
lessly to the line, "For your disciples of all times and ages…" I slyly slid into the ellipsis with the 
words, "for all of the young and for the," and I froze! After a pregnant pause, I finally shrugged and 
said, "old people." The church erupted in laughter, and I just kept praying once the laughter subsided. 
We just are going to get it wrong sometimes. And that is okay because we never pray alone, even 
when we are not in public. Instead, the Holy Spirit joins us to intercede on our behalf. When we make 
silly mistakes or fail to say out loud the troubles of our hearts, that very same Spirit takes what can't 
fit into our words and presents it to God on our behalf with the perfect expression, no words needed.  
 
 Don't worry about the words you say or the words you forget, but when you pray, trust in the Holy 
Spirit. And don't worry about an audience. We are never alone anyway! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Amy 

 

Our YouTube Channel 
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCASmH0qVjjEIJvhiuZU3uEg/videos?view_as=subscriber 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCASmH0qVjjEIJvhiuZU3uEg/videos?view_as=subscriber
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Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.  
 

NO Wednesday supper or worship 

Garage Sale 
 Our church garage sale was awe-
some! We raised $455.00! Thanks to 
everyone who helped! 

 

Easter Basket Auction Correction 
 Our Easter basket auction raised a total of 
$1,708.34! Amazing!!! The amount in last month’s 
newsletter was incorrect. 
 

Prayers Needed 
 Please keep all of our church 
family in your prayers including 
Pastor Amy & her family, our 
staff & their families, Dorothy 

Jeffreys, Bonnie Kirscher, Darlene Lundquist, Vir-
ginia Ogan, Mary Anne Rumley, Ray Russell, 
Sharon Webb, and all in our church family and 
community who are struggling. Also pray for our 
conference denomination and world leaders. Call 
the office to put someone on the prayer list. 
 

Sympathy & Prayers 
 We extend our sympathy & prayers to 
Dave & Joy Tokheim on the death of 
Dave’s mother, Reva Tokheim. 
 We extend our sympathy & prayers to 
Jan Short on the death of her brother, 
Joe Woody in New York. 
 We extend our sympathy & prayers to Clay & 
Jodi Andrew and family on the death of Jodi’s fa-
ther, Terry Phillips of Truro. 
 

Confirmation 
 On Sunday, June 6 at our 9:00 a.m. worship 
five of our youth will be confirmed:  Sidney Benda, 
Emilee Boyd, Brody Feehan, Zeke Lundquist, and 
Lauren Mumaw. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 Plans are underway for our VBS! It will be Sun-
day-Thursday, July 25-29 — more details to come. 

May Happenings! 
 Sunday, May 2 — Camp Sunday 
 Sunday, May 9 — Mother’s Day/Festival of the 
Christian Home 
 Wednesday, May 12 — Church Council (5:30 
p.m. via Zoom) 
 Sunday, May 16 — Recognition of our High 
School Graduates 
 Sunday, May 16 — MS/HS youth (4:00 p.m.) 
 Monday, May 31 — Memorial Day (office closed) 
 

Wednesday Worship 
 Wednesday Worship will resume monthly on the 
first Wednesday beginning June 2 at 6:00 p.m. A 
‘to go’ supper will be sent home with you. 
 

Rules for Use of Facility 
 All meetings and activities must be scheduled 
through the office. 
 Masks must be worn at all times. 
 No meetings or activities may exceed 20 people. 
 Social distancing of 6’ must be maintained be-
tween households. 
 Absolutely no food or drink outside of the office 
area at this time. 
 Thank you for caring about the health of our con-
gregation! 
 

Sunday School Resumes 
 The TLC class has resumed meeting at 8:00 a.m. 
on Sundays in the fellowship hall. 
 

Attention Sunday School Kids! 
 Children are encouraged to attend worship on 
the final day of Sunday School, May 23 at 9:00 a.m. 
for a special surprise. 
 
 

And this is the victory that has defeated 

the world:  our faith. — 1 John 5:4b 


